“the restoration of peter”
John 21:15 – 23
23 January 2019
Relevant Question:  “How does Jesus restore Peter?”  


1)  Jesus Appears to Peter [v7]  

2)  Jesus Appoints Peter [v15]  


3)  Jesus Admonishes Peter [v22]  
1)  Jesus sees the best in us when we are at our greatest.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > FALSE.  Jesus sees the best in us when we are at our worst.  No matter how great a person is, she or he is subject to fail, fall, and fumble.  Thankfully, Jesus is in the “restoration business.”  That is, the salvific business of restoring lost, wounded, and damaged souls.  Through God’s grace and Jesus’ forgiveness, every repentant spirit can and will be “restored” by the Holy Spirit.  
· Sermon > Jesus desired to restore Peter publicly, in front of the disciple, with Peter confessing Christ with his own lips.  Remember, Peter had publicly denied Jesus beside a nightly campfire, now, alongside an early morning cooking fire, Jesus publicly restores and reinstates Peter.  

· Romans 10:9 > “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”  
· Psalm 23:3 > “He restoreth my soul …”  
2)  According to the sermon, what is the Christian’s first and primary mission in life?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > As Christians, our first and primary business is to “follow” Jesus Christ.  That is, keeping our eyes of faith focused forward on Jesus Christ and on Him alone.  After all, our Christian service is an all-consuming passion to Christ and no one or nothing must detract us from our ministry.  Now, whenever a Christian follows Jesus, she or he must be prepared to suffer and even die for the “Cause of Christ.”  
· v19 > “This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God.  And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.”  
· 1Cor 11:1 > “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”  
3)  When Peter learned that the man on the seashore was Jesus, what did Peter do?  

a] Peter puts on his coat because he was naked.  

b] Peter jumps into the sea and swims to shore.  

c] Peter drags the net full of fish to shore.  

d] All of the Above.  
Sermon > D – All of the above.  Each of the statements is true and accurately reflects the lesson of the text.  
Sermon > A = Peter puts on his coat for he was naked.  When he heard that it was the Lord Jesus, Peter puts on his tunic or outer garment because he had stripped down to his waist for fishing.  
v7b > “… Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) …”  

· Sermon > B = Peter jumps into the sea and swims to shore.  After putting on his coat or tunic, Peter immediately jumps into the water and swims toward Jesus.  
· v7c > “He girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.”  

Sermon > C = Peter drags the net full of fish to shore.  That is, Peter swims out to the boat and drags (pulls) the net full of fish ashore.  
· v11 > “Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.”  
4)  Why did Jesus ask Peter if he loved Him three times?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him three times because three times Peter denied Jesus declaring he did not even know Jesus.  Three times, Peter vehemently, viciously, and publicly denied knowing or even being acquainted with Jesus Christ.  Now as an act of restoration, Jesus wants Peter to declare his love for Him three times.  

· Sermon > Three times Jesus appoints Peter to apostleship and leadership of the future flock (church).  That is, Jesus’ threefold question and threefold apostolic appointment contrast directly with Peter’s threefold denials.  
· v15 > “So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?  He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.  He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.”  
5)  According to the sermon, Jesus and Peter are using different words for love.  Explain the differences.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus is using the Greek word “agape” which means “looking beyond faults and seeing the best (or higher good) in others.”  While on the other hand, Peter is using the Greek word “philos” which means “brotherly love, friendship, and family affections.”  
· Sermon > Jesus was asking Peter to love Him with a love that is “unconditional and sacrificial.”  While in contrast, Peter was telling Jesus he was only willing to commit to a love that is “likeable and friendly.”  Having already failed Jesus three times, Peter did not want to commit to a “covenant-relationship” that he might again fall short.  That is, Jesus is asking Peter (and us) for a love that is “other centered.”  
· v17 > “He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?  Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me?  And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee.  Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.”  
· BTS > Agapē:  Christian love as distinct from erotic love (eros) or simple affection (philos).  Agapē is the highest form of divine love, affection, and benevolence.  Agapē is the unmerited love God shows to humankind in sending His son as the suffering redeemer.  When used of human love, agapē means selfless and self-giving love.  It means to love the undeserving, despite disappointment and rejection.  
· BTS > Philos:  This word means friend and was used of close personal relationships.  Perhaps the clearest definition of this word is reflected in Jesus’ teaching in John 15:13–19, where the highest preferred love (agapē) and the highest emotional, affectionate love (philos) are both willing to give the ultimate sacrifice for those who are loved.  “Greater love [agapē] has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends [philos],” those for whom he has philos love (v13).  Jesus then explains that love for Him is tested by obedience to His Word: “You are My friends [philos] if you do what I command you” (v14).  At their highest, both loves involve the bonds of self-sacrifice and of obedience.  They also involve personal intimacy.
Bonus (10 pts): What caused Jesus to admonish (rebuke) Peter?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus quickly admonishes and sharply rebukes Peter for being inquisitive (nosy) about God’s will for John’s life.  Having been informed about God’s plan for his own life, impetuous Peter naturally wonders what the future holds for his friend John (the disciple whom Jesus loved). 

· Sermon > Jesus’ prophecy regarding Peter’s martyrdom prompts Peter to ask what would happen to John.  In so many words, Jesus tells Peter to “mind your business.”  Even now, Jesus is still saying, “Follow Me,” so that we may “mind our own business.”  
· v22 > “Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?  Follow thou me.” 



