“the restoration of peter”

John 21:15 – 23

On the night Jesus was betrayed, Peter denied knowing Jesus Christ three times.  Three times, Peter vehemently, viciously, and publicly denied knowing or even being acquainted with Jesus Christ.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Although, Jesus prophesized Peter’s denial; nonetheless, Peter’s denial grieved Jesus.  The good news is that Jesus does not hold a grudge; is not vindictive.  Jesus is in the “restoration business.”  The Salvific Business of restoring lost, wounded, damaged souls.  ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The Bible teaches that the disciples are in Galilee having gone there at Jesus’ instructions.  Peter and six other disciples have returned to the work of fishing for fish.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Word of God makes plain that Jesus shouts to them to cast their net on the “right side” of the boat.  At that moment, Jesus causes a miraculous catch of fish.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the Book of John, Jesus, the writer (John) is the first to recognize Jesus.  Immediately following the breakfast fish fry, Jesus focuses his attention on restoring Peter.  Years later, Peter preached of himself as a reliable witness who ate and drank with Jesus after his resurrection.  _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How does Jesus restore Peter?”  

1  –  jesus  ______________________  TO  PETER  [v7]  


When Simon Peter hears that it was the Lord Jesus, Peter puts on some clothes (for he was naked) and jumps into the sea.  That is, Peter puts on his tunic or outer garment for he had stripped down to his waist for fishing.  _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus specifically appears to Peter, and now Peter purposefully comes to Jesus.  Like Peter, we too must come to Jesus no matter what.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God’s grace and forgiveness can and will “restore” the repentant.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  JeSUS  __________________________  PETER  [v15]  


Following the breakfast meal, Jesus deals with Peter.  Jesus had already met with Peter privately and spiritually restored him to fellowship.  Now, Jesus desires to restore Peter publicly, in front of the disciple with Peter confessing Christ with his own lips.  _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v15, Jesus’ threefold question and threefold apostolic appointment contrast directly with Peter’s threefold denials.  Three times Peter said he did not even know the Lord, now three times, Peter declares his love for Christ the Lord.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In v18, Jesus prophesizes Peter’s coming crucifixion.  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  – JeSUS  ___________________________  PETER  [v22]  


Jesus’ prophecy regarding Peter’s martyrdom prompts Peter to ask (in v21) what would happen to John.  Having been informed about God’s plan for his life, impetuous Peter naturally wonders what the future holds for his friend John, the disciple whom Jesus loved.  __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As Christians, our first and primary business is to “follow Jesus.”  __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

our Christian service is an all-consuming passion to Christ and no one or nothing must detract us from our ministry.  __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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