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Relevant Question:  “How to become a living testimony?”  


1)  Through Our Relationship  

2)  Through Our Discipleship  

3)  Through Our Stewardship   
1)  According to the sermon, what is a testimony?  

a] The sum total of a person’s life.  

b] The non-verbal proclamation of a person’s belief.  

c] A person’s faith expressed in words, thoughts, and behavior.  

d] The open declaration and/or profession of a person’s faith.  
Sermon > All of the above.  Each of the statements is true and accurately reflects the lesson of the text.  
Sermon > A = A testimony is the sum total of a person’s life.  All of life is about experiencing and interacting with the life we are given.  A testimony includes the good, the bad, and the ugly things we have experienced in life.  That is, learning both positively and negatively from the exposure to day-to-day living.  
Phil 1:21 > “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  

· Sermon > B = A testimony is the non-verbal proclamation of a person’s belief.  We often speak louder in our silence than in our shouting.  We are constantly being “read” as living epistles upon which a few words are written each day.  
· 2Cor 3:2 > “You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men.”  

Sermon > C = A testimony is a person’s faith expressed in words, thoughts, and behavior.  We are called to be living witnesses through a “Living Testimony” actively and dynamically articulating a love for God and God’s people.  
· Acts 1:8 > “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  
Sermon > D = A testimony is the open declaration and/or profession of a person’s faith.  Every day our testimony openly speaks for us, even when we are not talking.  We are known by our doings and recognized by our actions.  
Proverbs 20:11 > “Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right.”  

2)  A person’s living produces that person’s testimony.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > truE = living produces a testimony either optimistically or pessimistically, either life affirming or disappointing, or either uplifting or depressing.  The truth of the matter, we are either strengthening or weakening our testimony.  We are the sum total of our testimonies.  We are working and developing our personal story through our exposure to life day-by-day.  
· Sermon > All of life is about experiencing and interacting with the “life” we are given.  Keep in mind, our testimony, and witness affect the people journeying with us.  No one lives in isolation.  Your testimony speaks for you, even when you are not talking.  

· BTS > Someone once said, “Let the works I’ve done speak for me.”  
3)  Salvation is a love affair.  [T] or [F]  

· Sermon > truE = loving the Lord means “feeding” the sheep and “following” the Shepherd.  What John has written, he proclaims as true as to what his eyes has seen and what his ears had heard of Jesus Christ, the Logos of God.  According to John, through miracles, people might come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the promised Messiah, and the Son of God.  Furthermore, through faith, people’s faith imparts to them eternal life.  
4)  According to the sermon, what are the two features of relationship?  


a] The power to be a witness and to declare a testimony.  


b] The kinship and association with Jesus through church membership.  


c] The connection with others and the behavior towards others.  


d] The authenticity and connection of our testimony with other people.  

· Sermon > C = the features of relationship is our connection with others and the behavior towards others.  That is, relationship is the connection and association of two or more persons or entities and the manner in which they behave towards and interact with each other.  

· Sermon > Our testimony authenticates our relationship with the family of God.  The Blood of Jesus makes us “blood kin” with each other.  In relationship, we have both “kin-ship” and “skin-ship” through Christ.  

5)  According to the sermon, what are the two features of discipleship?  


a] The forward determination of our faith and focus.  


b] The resolve of salvation and faith to run the Christian race.  


c] The true witness and living testimony of the faithful.  


d] The faithful followship of Jesus and the close fellowship with His Church.  

· Sermon > D = the features of discipleship is faithful followship of Jesus and the close fellowship with His Church.  That is, our discipleship is about followship and fellowship.  Our discipleship through Jesus Christ fortifies our faith and forces the focus of our faith forward.  A “Living Testimony” will strengthen our resolve to follow Jesus faithfully, no matter the cost.  
6)  According to the sermon, what are the two features of stewardship?  


a] The essential part of believing and supporting the church.  


b] The motivation and energy required to authenticate a testimony.  


c] The managing of Jesus’ affairs and laboring for Him in the church.  


d] The accountability for praying and contributing to the kingdom of God.  

· Sermon > C = the features of stewardship is the responsibility to carefully manage the affairs and to faithfully labor in the church for Jesus Christ.  That is, our stewardship is about managing and laboring.  It is our love for God and His Kingdom that motivates and energizes our stewardship for Christ and His Church.  As living testimonies, our stewardship is not an option.  
Bonus (10 pts): What is the threefold element of discipleship?  

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > Jesus called His disciples into a threefold element of discipleship.  The three elements are 1) denying self, 2) taking up your cross, and 3) following Christ.  Jesus is still issuing a calling worth dying for and a salvation worth living for.  As a “Living Testimony,” it is a “personal call” for us to follow faithfully the Father.  
· Sermon > A “Living Testimony” strengthens our resolve to follow Jesus, no matter the cost.  Someone once said, “A faith that gives nothing, cost nothing, and suffers nothing, is worth nothing.”  
· Luke 9:23 > “And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” 



