“a living testimony”

John 21:24 – 25

This morning, we come to the conclusion of our learning journey through the sermon series of the Gospel of John, which we started in February 2017.  Together, we have grown in grace, knowledge, and fellowship of Jesus Christ through our study.  Collectively, we have come to know Jesus better.  In these last and evil days, we will need more people with a “Living Testimony.”  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We are the sum total of our testimonies.  Truth of matter, we are either strengthening or weakening our testimony every day, working and developing our personal story through our exposure to life.  ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 


The John explains his purpose in writing this Gospel (this good news about Jesus Christ).  Its purpose is to reveal Jesus’ power, His love, and His transcendent excellence.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In our first reading, John 20, we are told that John’s reason for writing was not to provide a full history, or a detailed biography of Jesus Christ.  Rather, John had a twofold purpose for writing this non-synoptic gospel, recording certain signs and miracles of Jesus Christ.  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In our second reading, John 21, John testifies that the events written in his gospel are a “true testimony” of his life with Jesus Christ.  John provides faithful witness and true evidence of Jesus Christ.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There is so much more that could be said about Jesus, but if all were written down, the cosmos itself could not contain the books that should be written, Amen.  ___________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question > “How to become a living testimony?”  

1  –  through our  _______________________________  


It is the connection and association of two or more persons or entities, and the manner in which they behave towards and interact with each other.  It empowers our testimony and our outward profession of salvation to provide a public witness of our redemptive relationship Jesus Christ.  _____

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A “living testimony” provides divine evidence and spiritual proof of our suffering for the “Cause of Christ.”  Time is fleeting.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2  –  through our  _______________________________  


It is the faithful followship of Christ and the close fellowship with His Church.  Through obedience to the word and will of God, our Christian witness reinforces our living testimony.  ________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A “living testimony” strengthens our resolve to follow Jesus, no matter the cost.  ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3  –  through our  _______________________________  


It is the responsibility of carefully managing the affairs and faithfully laboring in the church for Jesus Christ.  It is our love for God and His Kingdom that motivates and energizes our  ___________  for Christ and His Church.  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our giving to God springs from our love for God.  Those with a “living testimony” will give faithfully to God, because loving God and worshiping God are at the heart of tithing.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This morning, Jesus is still looking for “living testimonies.”  Jesus is still issuing a call worth dying for, and a salvation worth living for.  ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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