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1)  According to the Gospel of John, how many trials did Jesus face?  
· Sermon > Jesus faced three trials:  two at night and one early in the morning.  One before Annas the former high priest, the second one before Caiaphas, the current high priest, and the third early morning trial before Pontius Pilate.  

· BTS > The bible indicates that Jesus experienced six trials.  The three indicated here plus a fourth trial before the entire Sanhedrin (Matthew 27), fifth trial before Herod Antipas (Luke 23), and a sixth trial before Pilate again (John 19).  
2)  What crime did the Jewish leaders declare Jesus guilty of committing?  
· Sermon > Jesus was declared guilty of blasphemy.  Caiaphas rents his priestly robe proclaiming that Jesus has spoken blasphemy and is guilty of death.  Here, Jesus was convicted because both high priests, Annas and Caiaphas, were unholy, unjust, and unrighteous.  

· Matthew 26:65 > “Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses?  Behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.”  

3)  What made Pilate finally give in to the demands of the chief priests?  

· Sermon > Pilate finally gave in to the demands of the chief priests when they declared that anyone who releases Jesus was not a friend of Caesar.  Pilate feared losing his status as a “friend of Caesar.”  After all, Pilate was sent to Palestine to keep the peace at all cost.  

· Sermon > Pilate was no longer secure and comfortable in his relationship with Caesar Tiberius.  Therefore, convinced that it was necessary to save his own skin, Pilate finally allowed the Jews to put Jesus to death.  

· John 19:12 > “And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend: whosoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.”  

4)  What was the purpose of the placard (superscription) placed above the cross?  
· Sermon > The words written on the title or placard (superscription) were used as a way of announcing the person’s crime.  Pilate placed a placard above the cross of Jesus which read, “Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews”  
· John 19:19 > “And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross.  And the writing was Jesus of Nazareth, the King of The Jews.”  

· Sermon > The placard was written in three languages:  Hebrew the language of religion, Greek the language of philosophy, and Latin the language of law.  

· BTS > Ever wondered the meaning of the four initials “INRI” contained on some of today’s crosses.  “INRI” stems from the Latin phrase “Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum” meaning “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.”  

5)  How many of the “Seven Last Sayings” are found in the Gospel of John?  

· Sermon > The Gospel of John Ch19 contains three of the seven last saying of Christ from the cross.  The third saying (v26), “Woman, behold thy son.  Behold, thy mother.  The fifth saying (v28), “I thirst.”  The sixth saying (v30), “It is finished.”  
· BTS > Of the seven sayings, three of them are prayers.  They are the first saying (“Father, forgive them…”), the fourth saying (“My God, My God…”), and the seventh saying (“Father, into thy hands…”).  

· BTS > Between the first and fourth prayers, the two sayings (2nd and 3rd) deal with other people.  Between the fourth and seventh prayer, the two saying (5th and 6th) deal directly with Jesus.  
6)  What normally happens to the body (remains) of the crucified victim?  
· Sermon > Crucifixion victims were normally thrown into a dump heap, along with other criminals, preventing family and friends from mourning their death.  Therefore, two “secret disciples” came to Pilate and begged Him for the body of Jesus for proper burial.  

· John 19:38 >  “And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave.  He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus.”  

· BTS > The normal Roman practice was to leave crucified men and women on the cross until they died (and this could take days) and then leave their rotting bodies hanging there to be devoured by the vultures.  

7)  What convinced John that Jesus was raised from the dead?  

· Sermon > Upon entering the tomb, John perceives that the missing body and the position of the graveclothes were not due to grave robbers.  John drew the only reasonable conclusion; he realizes that Jesus had gone through the graveclothes.  John saw the graveclothes and was convinced by them that a supernatural resurrection had occurred.  Jesus rose from the dead.  

· John:20:8 > “Then went in also that other disciple [John], which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.”  

· Sermon > The graveclothes laid there like an empty cocoon retaining the outline shape of Jesus’ body.  John saw the graveclothes indicating that no one had taken the body, but that Jesus had “supernaturally” moved through the graveclothes.  Thus, leaving the graveclothes behind in the tomb.  After all, physical stuff cannot go where “The Spirit” has gone.  
8)  What does Mary do when Jesus calls her name?  
· Sermon > Mary immediately recognized Jesus’ voice.  With just one word, “Mary,” everything for Mary changed.  In calling Mary’s name, Jesus lifts her grief and restores her joy.  As the Good Shepherd, Jesus calls His sheep by name and they know His voice.  

· John 20:16 > “Jesus saith unto her, Mary.  She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.”   
· John 10:27 > “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”  

9)  What allowed Jesus to walk through the closed, locked door of the Upper Room?  
· Sermon > The Resurrected Jesus possesses “The Incorruptible Body of the Resurrection,” which empowers Jesus to walk through shut doors.  As the “firstfruit” from the dead, Jesus’ New Body is not restricted be any physical, material, or time limitations.  Jesus’ New Body has substantial appearance and continuity with His pre-cross body.  
· John 20:19 > “Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.”  
10) According to the sermon, what did Jesus mean by casting the net on the “right side” of the boat?” 

· Sermon > Jesus directs his disciples to cast their net on the “right side” or the “correct side” of the boat.  That is, it was not the position of either “left” or “right.”  Rather, it was the condition of being “wrong” or “right.”  With Jesus, their victory was on the “right (condition) side” of the boat.  In other words, they were a “boat width” away from victory.  With Jesus, our success is always on the “right side.”  

· Sermon > After obeying Jesus’ directions, the disciples nothingness was turned into fruitfulness.  When we do it God’s way, we shall encounter divine success.  After all, Jesus knows more about your work than you do.  Jesus takes our faults and failures and turns them into productive and fruitful labor for the Kingdom.  
Following Jesus’ directions will provide spiritual success.  

BONUS)  Why did Jesus ask Peter if he loved Him three times?  
· Sermon > Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him three times because three times Peter denied Jesus declaring he did not even know Jesus.  Three times, Peter vehemently, viciously, and publicly denied knowing or even being acquainted with Jesus Christ.  Now as an act of restoration, Jesus wants Peter to declare his love for Him three times.  

· Sermon > Three times Jesus appoints Peter to apostleship and leadership of the future flock (church).  That is, Jesus’ threefold question and threefold apostolic appointment contrast directly with Peter’s threefold denials.  

· John 21:15 > “So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?  He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.  He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.”  



