“CREATE A COMMOTION”

Luke 19:35 - 40
April 12, 2017

1)  What is the meaning of the word “Hosanna?”  What does it mean for Christians today? 

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The word Hosanna, in Hebrew, mean, “Save us, we pray.”  
· John 12:13 > “Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.”  
· Research > The word Hosanna in the New Testament Church has gone from a cry for help “Save us, we pray,” to a shout of hope, joy, and exultation.  It used to mean, “Save, please!”  But gradually, it came to mean, “Salvation has come!”  It used to be what you would say when you fell off your bicycle.  But it came to be what you say when you see the father coming to save you!  It is the bubbling over of a heart that sees hope, joy, and salvation on the way and can't keep the praise and adoration in.  It is the celebration of a grateful heart through whom “salvation” indeed comes [John Piper].  

· Hosanna Acrostic > 
H – Heart:  Real worship must bubble up from a sincere heart. 

O – Offering:  Worship should be rendered sacrificially as an offering.  The Bible talks about the sacrifice of praise. 
S – Singing:  Worship in the Bible was often accompanied by song. 
A – Appreciation:  Real worship involves thanksgiving and gratitude. 
N – Now:  Every moment of life is an opportunity for praise. 
N – New:  The Bible tells us to sing to the Lord a new song.  This means that our worship should always be fresh.  Every time we sing to Him, it should be as though we were singing that song for the first time. 
A – Adoration:  Only those who are in deepest love with Jesus can richly worship Him. 
2)  What was the message of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a donkey?  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________

· Sermon > Jesus enters Jerusalem, not on a battle-hardened steed, but on the back of a colt, a baby donkey.  The message could not be clearer; Christ’s reign would not come by force.  The kingdom of God would come one heart (soul) at a time until Jesus returns again.  
· Sermon > On this first Palm Sunday, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah.  This triumphal entry into Jerusalem was Jesus’ last appeal to Israel to accept Him as their King and Messiah, as their Lord and Savior.  So on this first Palm Sunday, Jesus allowed the Jews to ascribe publicly adoration, praise, and honor to Him as their King.  
· Zechariah 9:9 > “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  

3)  Who created the commotion?  

_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The whole multitude (crowd) of the disciples who had seen and experienced all of Jesus’ mighty works started an uproar.  That is, the followers of Jesus Christ who witnessed the evidences of His spiritual power and who could testify to goodness of the Lord.  This includes today’s followers who have experienced the miracle of their own salvation and regeneration.  
· v37b > “…The whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen”  

4)  How did they create the commotion?  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > The followers of Jesus started praising God with a loud voice.  The crowd created the commotion by shouting in a loud voice the words of v38 > “Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.”  

· Sermon > First, in v36, they spread their garment and laid palm branches in the way (road) before Jesus.  
· John 12:13 > “Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.”  

· Sermon > Secondly, a commotion will always produce a motion.  That is, the crowd was descending or moving down from the Mount of Olives.  
· Sermon > Thirdly, in v37, they created a commotion by rejoicing and praising God.  Their loud voice produced a “joyful noise.”  The multitude rejoiced and praised God with a joyful noise.  Our relationship with Christ should make us noisy.  The Lord is still looking for noisy people.  

· Psalms 95:1 > “Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.”  
5)  What would have happened if the crowd did not create the commotion?  


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________
· Sermon > In v40, Jesus said that if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.  After all, the Pharisees had directed Jesus to rebuke (reprimand) his disciples by telling them to shut up, to be quiet, and to hold their peace.  
· Sermon > First, it was for this moment that Jerusalem was built, to welcome her King and Messiah into His holy city.  Jerusalem and Mount Mariah are geographically the same.  
· Sermon > Secondly, everyone and everything that has breath is commanded to “praise the Lord.”  The worship of God is mandatory.  When we worship first, praise will follow.  

· Sermon > Thirdly, if this crowd should hold their peace, all of Creation would suddenly break forth into praise.  That is, praise is our exhale that results from our constant inhaling of God’s “grace and mercy.”  Worship is mandatory and praise is what a worshipper does.  

· Sermon > Finally, the Pharisees are setting up a “cause and effect” scenario that will unleash the cry of the entire universe.  That is, a “holding of our peace cause” will produce a “stone shouting out effect.”  I don’t want a rock crying out for me.  
· v40 > “And he [Jesus] answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.”  



