The Power Of Prayer
one purpose for prayer  
To commune with God. 
two conditions for answered prayer  
1 – clean heart – a heart that is surrendered to trust in the way of the Lord.
2 – right spirit – a spirit that is yielded to obey the word of the Lord (Ps. 51:10). 
three benefits of prayer  
1 – To receive forgiveness for sin – 1Jn 1:9 > “If we confess our sins ...” 
2 – To receive peace to replace anxiety – Phil 4:7 > “And the peace of God ...” 
3 – To receive strength through the HS – Phil 4:13 > “I can do all things ...” 
four hindrances to prayer  

1 – unconfessed sin … James 5:16 > “Confess your faults one to another ...” 
2 – lack of faith … James 1:6-8 > “But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering …” 
3 – broken fellowship with others … Matt 6:12 > “But if you forgive not men …” 
4 – wrong motivation … James 4:3 > “You ask and receive not, because you ask...” 
five types of prayers  
1 – Thanksgiving (attitude of gratitude) … 1Thes 5:18 > “In everything give thanks for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”  
2 – Supplication (pleas and petitions) … Eph 6:18 > “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.”  
3 – Forgiveness (confession of sin) … 1John 1:9 > “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us ...”  
4 – Intercessory (standing in the gap) … Romans 8:26 > “For we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”  
5 – Repentance (the sinner’s prayer) … John 9:31 > “Now we know that God hears not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and does his will, him he hears.” 
six characteristics of the person in prayer:  We must pray …  
1 – In Faith (w/o Wavering) 
·  Jam 1:6 > “But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.  For he that wavers is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.” 
2 – In Spirit of Humility (w/o Strife) 
·  Phil 2:3 > “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.” 
3 – In Harmony with God’s Will (Not Our Will) 
·  Luke 22:42 > “If thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” 
4 – In The Spirit of Thanksgiving (w/o Bitterness) 
·  Eph 4:31 > “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice.” 
5 – With Persistence (w/o Ceasing) 
·  Acts 12:5 > “Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.” 
6 – In The Name of Jesus (There Is No Other Name) 

·  John 14:14 > “If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.”  
ACTS:  A MODEL PRAYER
adoration – confession – thanksgiving and supplication
adoration – v9 > “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.”  
·  Acknowledging that our Heavenly Father is holy and awesome. 
confession – v12 > “Forgive us of our debts …” 

·  Confessing our sins before a Holy God. 
thanksgiving – v10 > “Thy kingdom come.”  

·  Thankful that the kingdom of King Jesus is coming soon and very soon. 

·  Grateful to God for hearing and answering our prayers. 
supplication – v11&13 > “Give us this day our daily bread” and “Lead us not into temptation” and “Deliver us from evil.”  
·  Pleading that God will supply our daily substance, asking God to gives us spiritual direction, and petitioning God to protect us from Satan, the evil one.  



