Course Description

FNS 305 – Survey of the Book of Romans:  

This course will offer an overview of the major themes presented in Paul’s letter to the Church at Rome.  Participants will examine the foundational doctrines of the Christian life as outlined by Paul in Romans as they relate to practical Christian living.  
Theme to the Book of Romans


Many of the Protestant reformers focused their attention on chapters 1–5 and concluded that the theme of justification by faith is the main theme of the letter.  While other scholars and Theologians see ‘the righteousness of God’ as the theme of Romans.  

While justification by faith is a critical doctrine in Romans, and it becomes the theme of chapters 3 – 4, it does not figure prominently in other parts of the letter.  If we are to identify a single theme for the letter, it must be “the gospel.”  The word is prominent in the introduction chapter (1:1–2, 9, 15), and the conclusion chapter (15:16, 19), of the letter and is usually identified as the statement of the letter’s theme: “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  17For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith” (1:16 – 17).  
