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Sunday, September 11 
 

RALLY DAY FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL IS 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11! 
 

• Preschool and elementary age children meet in their 

regular classrooms at 9:30 a.m. 

• Middle School meets at 9:30 a.m. in the multi-purpose 

room (across from the Fellowship Hall. 

• High School meets on Sunday afternoons at 5:00 p.m. in 

the West Building – Bring your Bibles! 

• Bethany Class – Meets in the McLaurin Room  

This is a class for men and women of all ages. A teacher 

leads the class through the Present Word curriculum. 

• Discovery Class – Meets in Room 207 

This class is for men and women of all ages. This fall 

the class will study the Present Word: Books of Isaiah, 

John and Revelation. 

• Fraser Edmunds Class – Meets in the Chapel 
This class is open to men of all ages. They will be using 

“Christian Life Series,” and rotating teaching leadership. 

• Friendship-Harmony Class – Meets in Room 201 

This coed class is open to adults of all ages. They will be 

using the Standard Quarterly that follows the 

international Sunday School Lessons and the Lectionary. 

The theme for this fall is God’s Exceptional Choice.  
     

Ordination and installation of officers will take 

place during worship. 
 

Offertory Anthem: Chancel Choir will sing “A Jubilant 

Song” by Mary Lynn Lightfoot. 

 

Elders: Liza Cooper, Missy Coulter 

Assisting in Worship: Liza Cooper 

Deacons: Harold Nixon, Lark Haynie 

Youth Liturgist: Sumter Cooper 

Jr. Usher: Caroline Thames 

 

Middle and High School Youth 

will kick off the new school year 

with Corn Hole and Ice Cream 

Sundaes at 5:00 p.m. at the West 

Building. 

 
 

 
 

 

Sunday, September 18 
 

Offertory Anthem: Chancel Choir will sing “All Hail the 

Power of Jesus’ Name” by Gordon Young. The Joy Ringers 

Ensemble will also provide special music. 
 

Elders:  Norma Abbott, Linda Hogon 

Assisting in Worship: Linda Hogon 

Deacons: Colin Davis, Kimberly Land 

Youth Liturgist: Madelynn Davis 

Jr. Usher: Millie Davis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Bob’s Desk . . . 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,   
 

On Sunday, September 11, 2022, we 

are aiming for a high attendance 

Sunday for our church.  Please mark 

your calendar and make every effort to 

come to church on September 11.  It is 

Rally Day for Sunday School, and 

there is a Sunday School class that would love to see your 

smiling face!  And they will smile back at you!  It is Kick-

Off for children and youth programming with children 

through middle schoolers meeting on Sunday morning at 

9:30, and senior highs coming in the afternoon at 5:00 in the 

West Building.  And during morning worship we will install 

our new elders and deacons who will journey with us into 

our new future. Come support our officers in their 

commitment to the church. 
  

On September 11, I will preach a sermon titled “Nothing 

Beats a Full House!”  Help us fill up our sanctuary as we 

begin a new year of faithful ministry that will lead us into the 

celebration of 200 years as a church in 2023.  God bless you 

in all your transitions into this new school year and please 

join us in praying for a faithful gathering at First Presbyterian 

Church.  I look forward to being with you on September 11.   
  

Love,  

Bob 
  
 

COLLEGE ADDRESSES NEEDED 
If you have a student in college, please call the church office 

(803-773-3814) and give us their mailing address and email 

address. It’s important we keep in touch with our college 

students! 
 

 

 
 

ON THE MOVE FOR JESUS 

September 25 ~ October 23 
 

Children, 3K-5th grade, are encouraged to join Ashley Blum and 

friends from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. to learn more about the Armour 

of God. 
 

Adults will meet in the Chapel for a Bible study with Reverend 

Brearley and focus on Luke, the faithful editor of Mark’s gospel 

and discover new questions to ask as we seek to follow Jesus. 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

A light dinner will follow in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Following dinner, Reverend Brearley will be hosting “Listening 

Sessions” in the Chapel on September 25, October 2, 16, and 23 

and invites everyone to come to one or more to share thoughts 

and hopes for First Presbyterian Church. 

 
 

 

 

 

200th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 
The meeting of the 200th Anniversary Committee, originally 

scheduled for September 27, will now be held on September 

20, at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir ....................................... Sanctuary 

 10:30 a.m. Worship ................................................ Sanctuary 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

 6:00 p.m. Diaconate Meeting .................... McLaurin Room 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

 6:00 p.m. Joy Ringers Rehearsal ................... Session Room 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal .................. Choir Room 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

 9:00 a.m. Joy Ringers ........................................... Sanctuary 

 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir ....................................... Sanctuary 

 10:30 a.m. Worship ................................................ Sanctuary 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

 10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry .......... 505 W. Calhoun St. 

 6:00 p.m. Session Meeting ......................... Fellowship Hall 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

 6:00 p.m. Anniversary Committee.............. Fellowship Hall 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

 12:15 p.m. Preschool Staff Meeting ............. Fellowship Hall 

 6:00 p.m. Joy Ringers Rehearsal ................... Session Room 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal .................. Choir Room 
 

 

 
 

SESSION MEETING SUMMARY 
The Session of First Presbyterian meets monthly. In an effort to 

keep you informed, a monthly update of the activities and work 

your Session is doing will be in the Focus. If you have any 

questions or comments or would simply like to chat, feel free to 

give me a call at 803-491-5103 and I will do my best to get you 

answers and fill you in to the best of my ability. 
 

From the stated meeting August 22, 2022: 

• Congregational Care Committee (Missy Coulter, Chair) is 

hard at work organizing a Casserole Ministry, a 

Transportation Ministry, and a Construction/Repair 

Ministry to serve the needs of our members. This is a 

mammoth undertaking, but the needs of our congregation 

and members of the community have been recognized and 

will hopefully be met. 

• Faith Formation is planning Sunday school curriculum for 

Pre-School through adult classes and planning special 

events throughout the new year. 

• Missions committee is planning trips already for the 

coming year and local missions are starting up the 

Backpack Ministry. 
 

The structure of our Session ministry teams is in place. The 

leaders of our church will be working hard to make First 

Presbyterian the best it can be in service to others and most of 

all, to glorify God. 
 

Debby Williams, Clerk of Session 
 

  
Presbyterian Women’s Awareness Sunday 

Is September 25 
Special offering envelopes will be included in the bulletin. Please 

prayerfully consider giving generously to help PW. Your help is 

greatly appreciated! 
 

 
 

Volunteers are needed to serve in our 

Nursery on Sunday mornings (9:00 – 

11:30 a.m.) If you are interested, 

please contact Ashley Blum 

(doodlebugblum@yahoo.com or  

803-847-4406) or Liza Cooper 

(tblandcooper@aol.com or 704-577-1498). 
 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Kirkin’ of the Tartans 

October 30, 2022 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9 West Calhoun Street 

Sumter, SC 29150 

803-773-3814 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church, 
 

On October 9th Salem Black River Presbyterian Church 

(affectionately known as ‘Brick Church’) will celebrate the 175th 

anniversary of our current building with a Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans 

Processional at our 4:00 pm worship service.  As you may know, 

Brick Church was the ‘mother church’ of Concord Presbyterian, 

which is the ‘mother church’ of First Presbyterian, so we have a 

long and connected history. 
 

We are asking that you join us to either carry your family tartan 

or give permission for your tartan to be carried by one of our 

members.  Also, you are invited to join us for a BBQ supper after 

the service. 
 

Please contact Linda Hogon at 803-840-7671 by September 16 if 

you are planning to participate by carrying or loaning us your 

tartan to be carried.  All tartans to be carried will be picked up 

and returned to First Presbyterian Church-Sumter by a Brick 

church member. 
 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Wilson 
 

 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

Lexington: Isabel Gist 

St. Jude: Elizabeth Williams 

(Daughter of Barney W. Williams) 
 

Pocataligo River Health & Rehab (Manning): Wanda Casker 
 

Home:  Bill Haynie, Carolita Cantrell, 

Milo Abbott (grandson of Norma Abbott),  

 Jane Tisdale, Priscilla Dickey, Bill Scobee, 

John Michael Osteen, Robert Stage II (Son of Marta Stage) 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Laura (Coker) and Travis Welborn, 

on the birth of a daughter, Noa Allison Welborn, born August 11, 

in Charlotte. Proud grandparents are Lisa and Randy Coker. 
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to the family of . . . 

. . . Caroline Sigmon, who died August 22, 2022; 

. . . Frances McLaughlin, who died August 26, 2022.  
 

 
 

FOCUS ON FINANCES 
Two Weeks Beginning August 21 & 28, 2022 

 

 
Received 

  2022 

Budgeted 

  Two  

Weeks 
   YTD YTD 

 

Revenue 

   

 Contributions $  16,583.   $ 505,381.   $ 438,425. 

*Other Sources    $   22,200.   $   47,795.   $ 105,218. 

 

 

 $   38,783. 

 

  $ 553,176. 
 

  $ 543,643. 

    *Other Sources YTD includes $44,904 from endowment funds        

      distributions. 

This publication was delivered to USPS on 9/6/2022. 

Please notify USPS if you don’t 

receive it in a timely manner. 
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