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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here! Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us. We would love to get in touch with you. Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
§Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts. As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

§Our Divine Service, called the òCommon Service,ó 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation. It is centered upon Godõs 
Word, and proclaims the realities of Godõs abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close. If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion. The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

§The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude. When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut, or scherenschnitte, created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr. The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church!  

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org)  
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Last Sunday after Pentecost, November 20, 2022 

Christ the King Sunday 

Prelude:  
 

òVoluntaryó (G.F. Handel 

òLet All Things Now Livingó (G. Lachenauer) 
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The Opening Hymn:   

òLift High the Crossó (AMB #508) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the presence 
of a holy God. Though 
we are sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we are 
invited to come to Him to 
receive the forgiveness of 
sin earned for us by 
Jesus. Through this 
forgiveness, we are given 
a right standing before a 
holy God. 
 

Because sin is both 
corporate and personal, 
we confess our sins 
together, and privately in 
the silence of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship and Invocation  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen  

The Confession of Sins  (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him, in the Name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, òI will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.  (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto Thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against Thee by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we 
flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together:  

O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only -begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us 
remission of all our sins; and by Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 

knowledge of Thee and of Thy will, and true obedience to Thy 

Word, that by Thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:   

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given His only-begotten son to die for us, and for His sake forgives 
us all our sins. To those who believe on His name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit. 
The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen  

The Absolution is based 
upon Godõs instruction in 
L u k e  2 4 : 4 7  t h a t 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins should 
be widely proclaimed in 
the name of Jesus. (See 
also1 John. 1:9). 

The òinvocationó is Latin 
for òcall upon.ó In the 
Invocation we remember 
ou r  ba pt is m a nd 
acknowledge God as our 
Father. We are reminded 
that through Christõs 
name we have access to 
the Fatherõs throne by 
the Holy Spirit. Because 
we are children of God, 
we have the privilege to 
invite (invoke) Godõs 
presence and blessing 
upon this service of 
òdivine liturgyó in which 
we receive the Work of 
God through His Word 
and Spirit, and also in 
which we offer up to 
God our praise as an act 
of worship. Hebrews 
10:19-25; 13:15; Ephesians 
2:18 
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The Introit  (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending.  

 C: Which is, and which was, and which is to come, the 

Almighty. Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 

He will dwell with them.  

P: And they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, 

and be their God. Lift up your heads, O you gates; and be lifted up, 

you everlasting doors. 

 C: And the King of Glory shall come in.  
 (Revelation 1: 8;21:3; Psalm 24:9) 

The Gloria Patri  (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie  (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by Thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

òIntroitó means òto enter 
into,ó and is a responsive 
reading meant to lead 
Godõs forgiven children 
into the worship of Him. 
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

òKyrieó is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word of 
the prayer. Distinct from 
the confession of sin, it is 
a prayer for God to grant 
His mercy in every aspect 
of our lives and to supply 
us with all our needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole world.  
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The Hymn of Praise:   

òGloria in Excelsisó  

(1st setting)) 


