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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here! Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us. We would love to get in touch with you. Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin and place it in an offering basket. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts. As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation. It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close. If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion. The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude. When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut, or scherenschnitte, created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr. The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year. 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Fifth Sunday after Easter, May 14, 2023 

Mother’s Day 

Prelude: 
 

“Baroque Suite”  

(arr. S. D. Wolff) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  
 

“All Creatures of 

Our God and 

King”  
(SBH #173) (2 p.) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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The Opening Hymn: “All Creatures of Our God and King” (SBH #173) (cont’d) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the presence 
of a holy God. Though 
we are sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we are 
invited to come to Him to 
receive the forgiveness of 
sin earned for us by 
Jesus. Through this 
forgiveness, we are given 
a right standing before a 
holy God. 
 

Because sin is both 
corporate and personal, 
we confess our sins 
together, and privately in 
the silence of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship and Invocation  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sins (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto Thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against Thee by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we 
flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 
O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 

knowledge of Thee and of Thy will, and true obedience to Thy 
Word, that by Thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given His only-begotten son to die for us, and for His sake forgives 
us all our sins. To those who believe on His name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit. 
The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction in 
Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins should 
be widely proclaimed in 
the name of Jesus. (See 
also1 John. 1:9). 

The “invocation” is Latin 
for “call upon.” In the 
Invocation we remember 
our baptism and 
acknowledge God as our 
Father. We are reminded 
that through Christ’s 
name we have access to 
the Father’s throne by 
the Holy Spirit. Because 
we are children of God, 
we have the privilege to 
invite (invoke) God’s 
presence and blessing 
upon this service of 
“divine liturgy” in which 
we receive the Work of 
God through His Word 
and Spirit, and also in 
which we offer up to 
God our praise as an act 
of worship. Hebrews 
10:19-25; 13:15; Ephesians 
2:18 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Christ is Risen. 

C: He is Risen indeed and is coming again. 

P: With a voice of singing declare, and tell this, alleluia; utter it even to 

the end of the earth. 

C: The Lord has redeemed His servant Jacob. Alleluia, alleluia. 

P: Make a joyful noise to God, all you lands. 

C: Sing forth the honor of His Name; make His praise glorious. 
(Isaiah 48:20; Psalm 100:1; Psalm 68:2) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 43) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As 
it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without 

end.  Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

“Introit” means “to enter 
into,” and is a responsive 
reading meant to lead 
God’s forgiven children 
into the worship of Him. 
The words are from Scrip-
ture, and relate to the 
theme of the day in the 
liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the Greek 
word for Lord, which is 
the first word of the 
prayer. Distinct from the 
confession of sin, it is a 
prayer for God to grant 
His mercy in every as-
pect of our lives and to 
supply us with all our 
needs, personally, corpo-
rately and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of Praise: “I Need Thee Every Hour” (SBH #479) 
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The Collect  

P: The Lord be with you: 

C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: O God, from whom all good things do come, grant to 
us Your humble servants, that by Your holy inspiration we may think 
those things that are right, and by Your merciful guiding may perform 
the same; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  

C: Amen  

The First Lesson: Acts 17:16-31 (NASB) 
16

 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being 
provoked within him as he was observing the city full of idols. 

17
 So he 

was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing 

Gentiles, and in the market place every day with those who happened 
to be present. 

18
 And also some of the Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers were conversing with him. Some were saying, “What 
would this idle babbler wish to say?” Others, “He seems to be a 
proclaimer of strange deities,”—because he was preaching Jesus and 
the resurrection. 

19
 And they took him and brought him to the 

Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is which 
you are proclaiming? 

20
 For you are bringing some strange things to 

our ears; so we want to know what these things mean.” 
21

 (Now all 
the Athenians and the strangers visiting there used to spend their time 

in nothing other than telling or hearing something new.)  
22

 So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of 
Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects. 

23
 For while 

I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I 
also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ 
Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.         
24

 The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 

25
 nor 

is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since 
He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; 

26
 and He 

made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 
the earth, having determined their appointed times and the 
boundaries of their habitation, 

27
 that they would seek God, if perhaps 

they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from 
each one of us; 

28
 for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some 

of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’ 
29

 Being 
then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine 
Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 
thought of man. 

30
 Therefore having overlooked the times of 

ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere 
should repent, 

31
 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge 

the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, 

having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”  

The “collect” is a prayer of 
the day for each day in 
the liturgical calendar. It 
is meant to “collect” the 
prayers of God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word. Hearing it and 
learning it are central to 
His proper worship. 
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The Psalm: Psalm 66:8-20 (NASB, Read Responsively) 

P: Bless our God, O peoples, and sound His praise abroad, who keeps 

us in life and does not allow our feet to slip.  

C: For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as silver is 

refined.  

P: You brought us into the net; You laid an oppressive burden upon 

our loins.  

C: You made men ride over our heads; we went through fire 

and through water, yet You brought us out into a place of 
abundance.  

P: I shall come into Your house with burnt offerings; I shall pay You my 

vows,  

C: Which my lips uttered and my mouth spoke when I was in 

distress.  

P: I shall offer to You burnt offerings of fat beasts, with the smoke of 

rams; I shall make an offering of bulls with male goats. Selah.  

C: Come and hear, all who fear God, and I will tell of what He 

has done for my soul.  

P: I cried to Him with my mouth, and He was extolled with my tongue.  

C: If I regard wickedness in my heart, the Lord will not hear; 

P: But certainly God has heard; He has given heed to the voice of my 

prayer.  

C: Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my prayer nor 

His lovingkindness from me.  

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 3:13-22 (NASB)  
13

 Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?     
14

 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are 
blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, 
15

 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to 
make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the 
hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 

16
 and keep a 

good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.    
17

 For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what 
is right rather than for doing what is wrong. 

18
 For Christ also died for 

sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to 
God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit; 

19
 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits 

now in prison, 
20

 who once were disobedient, when the patience of 
God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the 
ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely
(continued on next page) 
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The Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 3:13-22 (NASB) (cont’d) 

through the water. 
21

 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—

not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good 
conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

22
 who is at the 

right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and 

authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.  

The Gradual 

 Alleluia, alleluia. It behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead 
and thus to enter into His glory. Alleluia. I came forth from the Father, 
and am come into the world; again I leave the world, and go to the 

Father. Alleluia. (Luke 24:26; John 16:28)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: John 14:15-21 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

15
 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

16
 I will ask the 

Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you 
forever; 

17
 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because 
He abides with you and will be in you. 

18
 I will not leave you as 

orphans; I will come to you. 
19

 After a little while the world will no 
longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also.    
20

 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, 
and I in you. 

21
 He who has My commandments and keeps them is the 

one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, 

and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.”  

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel. It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Baptismal Hymn: (11:00) “Children of the Heavenly Father” (SBH #572) 

The Baptism of Maxwell Cruz Battaglia (11:00 a.m.) 

The Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth. 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was 
crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third day he 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the 

body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the 
early Church. It’s not 
specific to any one 
Christian denomination, 
but used by the Church 
as a whole. We choose 
to confess it together as 
a unified reminder of 
what we believe to be 
true about God, and His 
caring service to us. 

Today we are privileged 
to witness the 
sacrament of Holy 
Baptism. We believe 
that Baptism is God’s 
work. It is not merely a 
symbolic application of 
water, but water used 
according to God’s 
command and in 
connection with His 
Word (see Matt. 28:19-
20). In Baptism God 
causes us to be born 
again through the 
washing of 
regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy 
Spirit (see Titus 3:5 and 
1 Peter 3:21). For little 
Maxwell Cruz, Baptism 
marks the beginning of 
a new life in Christ that 
is nourished through a 
lifetime of continually 
hearing and learning 

God’s Word. 
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The Anthem 

8:30 Children’s and Senior Choirs—God, Be in Our Hearts, Be in Our Homes (R. Schram) 
 

Happy the home when God is there, And love fills every one, 
When with untied work and prayer, The Master's will is done. 

 

God, be in our hearts, be in our hearts now, we pray; 
May our lives reflect Your perfect love every day; 

God, be in our homes, fill every room with Your presence, 
O God, be in our hearts, be in our homes. 

 

May our eyes see Your face, may our mouths sing Your praise; 
May we show forth Your grace every day. 

May our fathers and mothers and sisters and brothers 
draw closer together, we pray. 

 

Happy the home where prayer is heard, And praise is everywhere, 
Where parents love the sacred Word, And its true wisdom share. 

 

Lord, let us in our homes agree, This blessed peace to gain; 

Unite our hearts in love to Thee, And love to all will reign. 

The Special Music 

11:00 Kurt Radke—Forgive Me (K. Radke)  

There I was weeping in the night 
Longing for a trace of morning light 
Burden in my heart and in my soul 
Wondering if I ever could be whole 

And I cried out, “Forgive me… 
I need to have your peace inside 

I long to find a way to trust the one I love 
Give me peace, Lord, and forgive me.” 

 

Someone’s hurt and troubled deep within 
Suffering hard because of my own sin 

Selfishness wreaks havoc all my day long 
Suddenly I see I’m truly wrong 

And I cry out, “Forgive me… 
I need to have some peace inside 

I long to find a way to love the one I trust 
Give me peace, friend, and forgive me.” 

The light dawns again 
When hearts believe it’s true 

Receive forgiveness now...trust in me. 
 

Humans as we are we can’t escape 
Inner struggles outer shells do drape 

Yet there’s hope to make it through this day 
Strength to lift us out of sorrow’s way 

When we cry out, “Forgive me…” 
We need to have your peace inside 

We long to find a way to trust the ones we love 
Give us peace, Lord, and forgive us. 

 

The light dawns again 
When hearts believe it’s true 

Receive forgiveness now...trust in me. 
 

“Give me peace, Lord, and forgive me….” 

The Announcements  

The Children’s Object Lesson 
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The Sermon Hymn: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (AMB #559) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Wor-
ship.  In it, we hear God’s 
Word taught and ex-
plained. We hear His Law, 
convicting of sin and 
guiding the believer. We 
also hear the promises of 
His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon Hymn: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (AMB #559) (cont’d) 

The Sermon: “Mom’s Love Points to Jesus”  |  John 14:15-21 

Sermon Notes:  
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The Offertory Response (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit within 

me. Cast me not away from Thy presence: and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation: and up-

hold me with Thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy king-

dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 
this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we for-

give those who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May He make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

May He lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“Rejoice, Ye Pure in 

Heart” (AMB #463) 

 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“Trumpet Tune in 

D”  
(A. Corelli) 
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Announcements 
The altar flowers are presented by Gary DelBianco, Jr., in honor of his mother, Connie 

DelBianco.  

Nursery Today: 8:30—Donna Weighley; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Special thanks to Kurt Ziegler and Tom Sanders. They are reading Scripture today at the 8:30 

and 11:00 services, respectively.  

Known to be hospitalized: Joanne Salvetti—now at Concordia South Hills. Erna Jochum—St. 

Clair Hospital. Please support them with your prayers and cards. 

Prayers for Recovery and Healing: Sylvia Fitzgerald—broken leg. Amy Jones (Al Malone’s 
daughter)—broken pelvis. Her address is 1216 Valley St., McKees Rocks, PA 15136. Carol 
McDowell—knee replacement. Abby Stutzman—autoimmune disorders. Virginia DiSalvo is now at 
a rehab facility recovering her strength. Mark Pugh—received heart monitor. Lundy Castro (Jen 
Carlson’s father)—his cancer continues to spread. Caryl Hansen is now home. Please keep them 
in your prayers, as well as all those in the Ruthfred family who are facing health or other 

challenges. 

Official Act: On Monday, May 8, 2023, Pastor McMinn officiated at a memorial service for 
Garnett Wasson at the David Henney Funeral Home, with burial following at Jefferson Memorial 

Cemetery in Pleasant Hills. Please be in prayer for Garnett’s family in this time of loss.  

Memorial Service for Mary Ann Scott: There will be a memorial service at noon tomorrow, May 
15, 2023, for our member Mary Ann Scott, who passed away November 14, 2022. Mary Ann was  
key in the development of the modern local Emergency Medical Services, so the Western 
Pennsylvania Regional EMS Honor Guard will be attending, including their bagpiper. A luncheon 

will follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

Memorial Service for Fred Schell: There will be a memorial service for our faithful organist, Fred 

Schell, on Saturday, May 20, 2023, at 11 a.m. 

Music Fund: Given by Dorothy Kratz in memory of Fred Schell and Marie Wilmer. Given by 
Sandy and Fred Pellegrino in memory of Fred Schell. Given by Chris and Marcia Clark in 

appreciation for and in honor of Tom Glasser. 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Chris and Marcia Clark in appreciation for and in honor of Tom Glasser. 

VBS Fund: Given by Sandy and Fred Pellegrino, Linda Friedel, and Keith Boucher in loving 

memory of their mother, Margaret Boucher, for Mother’s Day and her May 28th birthday.  

Sincere Thank You: Carol McDowell is thankful for all of the prayers and cards. She is still 

recuperating, but she truly appreciates everyone’s thoughtfulness!  

Meals on Wheels Collection: Our neighbors at Meals on Wheels, located at Grace Lutheran 
Church in South Park, need bottled salad dressings. Donations will be accepted until June 4

th
. 

Their preferred purchase places are Aldi’s or The Dollar Store. Please place these items in the 

appropriate bin outside the kitchen. They are grateful for any donation! If you have any 

questions, please contact Carol Ward. Thank you! 
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Announcements (cont’d) 
Staff News: Two new members will be joining the Ruthfred staff tomorrow. Please welcome: 

• Mason Mitchell as the Interim Director of Youth Ministry for the next few months. Mason, a 
member at Ruthfred, served here as an intern in the Youth program last summer. He has just 

graduated from the Free Lutheran Bible College and will provide a transition from the Youth 
Committee’s leadership (what a blessing!) during the past several months to the arrival of 

Coltin Cox as Director of Youth Ministry at the end of July. 

• Ruthfred member Annie Buzon as the new Preschool Director. This will be a non-teaching 
position, so Annie will supervise the teachers for both the 3– and 4-year-old classes as well as 
taking care of administrative duties. Annie and her family, husband Jason and children Van 

and Haley, joined Ruthfred in 2020. 

Benevolence Committee: We will be meeting tomorrow, May 15, at 7 p.m. in the Fireside 
Lounge. All members of the congregation are invited to come with any questions, input, or 
suggestions. We will be reviewing the AFLC ministries of Pastor Jonathan and Tamba Abel in 

Brazil and Michael Rokenbroddt in Uganda. 

VBS 2023: Dates are July 24-28. The theme this year will be “Twists and Turns.” Come and learn 
how following Jesus will help you through life’s twists and turns. Registration is open at: https://
www.myvbs.org/RuthfredLutheran/. This link allows parents to register their children for this fun 

event and also allows volunteers to sign up to help make VBS a success! Volunteer sign-up 

sheets are also available on the interior window outside the Fellowship Hall entrance. 

VBS Decorating 2023: This year decorating will be an in-house project. We meet each Tuesday, 
7-9 p.m. on the stage in the Fellowship Hall. No meeting on May 16 due to Election Day. These 
meetings will continue until the decorations are completed. Please consider supporting this 

important ministry. If you have any questions, please contact Jason or Donna Weighley. 

Volunteer Guidelines: Please note that all volunteers age 18 and older must have current 
clearances in order to serve with children and youth at VBS, Sunday School, and youth events. 

Clearances are good for 5 years. Contact Felicia Rieck in the church office for more information.  

Pray for our Confirmation students (Joshua Cimarolli and Jonathan Tarrant) as they prepare 
for their final exam and for Confirmation Sunday on May 21

st
. Pray for their parents and families 

also as the students look forward to this important step in their spiritual development. 

College Graduates: It is that time of year when we want to recognize our graduates. Please let 
us know (via email to sallyondrejko@ruthfred.org) of any college or graduate school students 
who will be graduating this Spring. Please include name of student, name of college, date of 

graduation, and degree. We will be highlighting these students in future bulletins. 

High School Graduates: Ruthfred will celebrate our high school graduates on Sunday, June 
11

th
. We hope you are able to join us that day to receive a blessing from the church as well as a 

special, personalized gift. 

Save the Date—Parents’ Date Night: Mark June 16
th

 in your calendars for this event! This is a 
babysitting event, so parents get to go out and have fun!!! We play games, sing songs, have a 

Bible lesson, feed the kiddos dinner, and have a snack while watching a movie.  

Open Church Council Position: The position of Secretary is currently open. The primary duty is 
to record minutes from the monthly meetings. If you have an interest in serving in this capacity, 

please contact Mark Riley, Council President, at markriley@ruthfred.org. 
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Announcements (cont’d) 
Employment Opportunity at Ruthfred: Do you have a heart for the youngest in our Church 
family? We have a need for a nursery worker during Sunday School. Please contact Shane Cox if 

you can help: coxfarrierservice@gmail.com. 

Ruthfred 75
th

 Anniversary Committee Request: Next April, Ruthfred will celebrate the 75
th

 
anniversary of its incorporation. Planning has begun for celebrating this milestone. If you would 
like to join the planning committee, please contact Becky Evans. In the meantime, please be 
thinking about your happiest memories of Ruthfred. If you are willing to share a memory or 
memories, there is a collection box on the table near the elevator on the lower level. Or, feel free 

to send an email to ruthfred@ruthfred.org. Thank you for blessing us with your memories! 

Donations for Allegheny County Jail: From now until June 11, we will be collecting the follow-
ing items for the Allegheny County Jail: jigsaw puzzles (new and used), shampoo, conditioner, 

body wash, 2-in-1 shampoo/body wash, 3-in-1 shampoo/condition/body wash, deodorant 
(men’s and women’s), bar soap, and toothpaste. Please note that these items should be regular 
size only, with no pump bottles or travel sizes. Items can be placed in the marked bin in the Fire-

side Lounge. Thank you for your support! Please contact Jill Kurtz if you have questions. 

Baldwin Upright Piano Needs a Home: A church member has an upright Baldwin piano 
which is in working condition but needs a new home. Please call the church office by Wednes-

day, May 17, if you are in need of a piano. Free, but you must transport. 

Young Adult Bible Study: This group will meet on May 21
st
 at 6:30 p.m. at Andrew and Cassie 

Vogel’s house. All young adults are welcome to join. For questions or further information, please 

contact Andrew at andrewvogel@ruthfred.org. 

New Member Class: Many people have expressed interest in joining Ruthfred lately, so we’d like 
to schedule another New Member class to begin soon. If you, or someone you know, is interest-
ed in joining Ruthfred or in attending a New Member class (current members are allowed, and 
even encouraged, to do so), please contact Melissa Bostaph (contact information on back of bul-

letin) to let her know. 

The June Fellowship Breakfast on Sunday, June 4 will be a Conti-
nental Breakfast (pastries, bagels w/ cream cheese, fresh fruit, muf-
fins, coffee/tea). Regular ADULT Sunday School class WILL BE held, 
so those desiring to attend may grab something to eat and head 
upstairs to the Adult Sunday School room. Others are welcome to 
remain downstairs for fellowship. (No Children's Sunday School 

that weekend).  

Parents of Sunday School Students: The school year is winding down, and our last day of Sun-
day School for kids will be May 28

th
. Please know that during the summer we will be doing a 

video series for 1
st
 through 5

th
 graders. Younger kids will be able to go to the nursery. Middle 

school kids will join the high school group. 
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Adult Sunday School Class In Large Classroom 

Why is Ruthfred part of a national church body called the Association of Free Lutheran 
Congregations (AFLC)? What's the AFLC, what's a congregation, and why does that matter to 
me? Starting Sunday, May 14

th
 Pastor McMinn and others will guide the adult Sunday School 

class through a series called "The Gospel in The Congregation," written in part by Pastor James 

Molstre, a former pastor at Ruthfred. Join us for this brand new series, which includes great 
videos and a short, helpful workbook. Don't assume you already understand the Biblical role of 

a congregation and your part in it. Come and see for yourself what it's all about. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 
 

YOUTH NEWS: 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There will NOT be a SWAP meeting tonight. 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

TNT will meet on Tuesday, May 16
th

, at the Church, 7—9 p.m. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact: Mason Mitchell at MasonMitchell@ruthfred.org, or 

(c) 412-926-8698  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank you to all those who have 

given of their time and talents 

over this past year to teach our 

Sunday School classes! We have 

amazing teachers who pour their 

hearts and souls into sharing with 

Ruthfred’s youth (and adults) 

about Jesus. 
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  Ruthfred Lutheran Preschool 

Register now for the 2023-2024 school year! 

3- and 4–year-old classes still available but filling up fast! 

Register online at ruthfred.org 

Contact preschool@ruthfred.org for more infor-

mation or to schedule a tour. 
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastor, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept for the 

pastor only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (5/14) MOTHER’S DAY 
 8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Monday (5/15) Rogation Day 
 Noon—Memorial Service & Luncheon for Mary Ann 

Scott 
 7:00 p.m.—Benevolence Committee 
 Mason Mitchell begins as Interim Director of Youth 

Ministry  

 Annie Buzon begins as Preschool Director 

Tuesday (5/16) Election Day and Rogation Day 

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (5/17) Rogation Day 

 6:45 p.m.—Senior Confirmation Class 

 7:00 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (5/18) Ascension Day 
 10:45—Preschool Closing Program (3-year-olds) 

 2:00—Ruth 

Friday (5/19) 

 7:00 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Group (Fireside Lounge) 

Saturday (5/20) 
 11:00 a.m.—Memorial Service for Fred Schell 

 6:00 p.m.—Contemporary Liturgical Worship Service 

Sunday (5/21) Confirmation Sunday 
 8:30 a.m.—Worship Service 

 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 
 Noon-ish—Confirmation Reception 
 6:30 p.m.—Young Adult Bible Study at Andrew &   
   Cassie Vogel’s house 

6:30 p.m.—GIFT Bible Study @ the Sauls’ house 
 
 

Welcome to worship! Today we acknowledge mothers 
and special mother-figures in our lives—thank God for 

you! 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Sunday Worship...272   Fellowship Breakfast...XXX 

8:30 Live Stream...38 
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Visiting with us?  
 

Please use this tear-off section to 

help us get to know a little bit 

about you and how we may best 

serve you. 

 

If you have a specific concern or 

prayer request, please use the 

space on the other side of this 

fold. 

 
Date: 

___________________________ 
Name: 

___________________________ 
Children: 

___________________________ 
Address: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Phone (indicate home, cell, etc.) 

___________________________ 
Email: 

___________________________ 

 

I am a/an: 

     1st-Time Visitor 

     2nd-Time Visitor 

     Out-of-Town Visitor  

     Regular Attendee  

 

I would like to learn more about: 

     What It Means To Be a Christian  

     Church Membership 

     Ruthfred’s Ministries or Groups 

     Ways To Share My Gifts 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Melissa Bostaph| Parish Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 
MelissaBostaph@ruthfred.org 
 

Sally Ondrejko| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
SallyOndrejko@ruthfred.org 
 

John Morden| Accounting Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
JohnMorden@ruthfred.org 
 

Felicia Rieck| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 221) 

FeliciaRieck@ruthfred.org 
 

Mason Mitchell| Interim Director of Youth Ministry 
412-926-8698  
MasonMitchell@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

John Sperandio| Live Stream & Social Media Asst. 
JohnSperandio@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Essi Efthimiou 
Interim Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Annie Buzon| Preschool Director 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 234) 
AnnieBuzon@ruthfred.org 

mailto:paulamikulan@ruthfred.org
mailto:paulamikulan@ruthfred.org
mailto:RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org

